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Key Points

1. Climate Change = happening now &
accelerating

2. Birds = good indicators of ecosystem
function, fisheries health

3. “Restoration” = a key mitigation &
adaptation strategy

4. Monitoring = critical to adaptive
conservation-- assessing & improving
ecosystem resiliency during rapid change
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Climate Change Happening Now

Greenland
Greatest surface ice melt on record

Antarctica
Wilkin’s Ice Shelf Breaking Up
March 25, 2008

Unquiet Ice Speaks Volumes on Global Warming.
Robin Bell, Scientific American, February, 2008

Konrad Steffen, Russell Huff, CIRES,
University of Colorado, Boulder, 12-11-07 National Snow and Ice Data Center/NASA
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Climate Change Accelerating....

CO2 into atmosphere — 3x faster

Arctic melting — 3x faster, 30 years earlier
Greenland melting — 3x faster
Antarctica melting -- faster
Sea level rise — 2x faster

than IPCC 2007 predictions (www.climateinstitute.org.au)

American West temperatures — 2x faster

than rest of world (Rocky Mtn. Climate Organization/NRDC)
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Climate Change Exacerbates other

Habitat loss
*Biodiversity loss
elnvasive species
*Over-exploitation of
resources
*Fresh water
diversions
*Pollution
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Tom Van Sant- The Climate Project
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Seabird Breeding Failure

1.50 1 Farallon National Wildlife Refuge Cassin’s Auklet
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Many Animals Depe.nbﬂz Krill!




