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150 years of urbanization has altered  
San Francisco Bay 

(1850) (1998) 



We have had a massive impact  
on the Bay over the last century 

We’ve filled thousands of acres We’ve dumped garbage 





• 

IMPORTANCE OF TIDAL MARSH 
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Growing threat:  

Climate Change 









 
• Build up of sediment and vegetation takes time. 
• Higher starting elevation means marshes survive   

sea-level rise for longer. 
 









San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority 

 The San Francisco Bay Restoration  
Authority was created by Save The Bay   
and others through 2008 legislation. 

 Its mandate is to propose new public 
funding mechanisms to voters for Bay 
marsh restoration; then provide grants       
to accelerate wetland restoration, flood       
protection, and public access to Bay. 

 Governing Board comprised of elected 
officials from each quadrant of the Bay 
Area; Advisory Committee represents 
many community interests. 

 It currently has no funding to carry out       
its important mission. 

Mission: To raise and allocate resources for the restoration, enhancement, protection, and 

enjoyment of wetlands and wildlife habitat in the San Francisco Bay and along its shoreline. 
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Clean and Healthy Bay Ballot Measure: 
Measure AA 

 June 2016 ballot measure to accelerate Bay 
wetlands restoration 

 $12/parcel/year for 20 years, would generate 
~$500 million for restoration projects around 
the Bay  

 Strong majority of nine-county Bay Area 
voters are supportive; needs 2/3 support in 
all nine counties, cumulatively, to pass 



Examples of Projects 
Anticipated to be 

Eligible For Funding: 

• Eden Landing (Alameda) 

• Chelsea Wetlands 
(Contra Costa) 

• Bel Marin Keys (Marin) 

• Edgerly Island (Napa) 

• Yosemite Slough (San 
Francisco) 

• Ravenswood Ponds 
(San Mateo) 

• Alviso Ponds (Santa 
Clara) 

• Benicia Shoreline 
(Solano) 

• Skaggs Island (Sonoma) 



Clean and Healthy Bay Ballot Measure: 
Measure AA 

 

 Restoring vital fish, bird and 
wildlife habitat. 

 Improving water quality and 
reducing pollution and toxins. 

 Protecting shoreline communities 
against flooding from severe 
storms and sea level rise. 

 Increasing shoreline access for 
public enjoyment. 

 



Clean and Healthy Bay Ballot Measure: 
Measure AA 

Priority given to projects that: 

 Have greatest positive, long-term impact on Bay. 

 Provide for geographic distribution. 

 Leverage other funding. 

 Benefit disadvantaged communities. 

 Benefit the region’s economy, including: 
 Local employment/workforce development 

 Nature-based flood protection for shoreline communities 
and infrastructure. 

 Engage youth/young adults and build workforce skills. 

 Incorporate monitoring, maintenance, and stewardship. 

 

 







 



 



www.sfbayrestore.org 

 

  

http://www.sfbayrestore.org/

