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California Water: 
New Thinking about Solutions 



• Decaying infrastructure 
• Droughts, floods, and limited water availability  
• Declining water quality 
• Collapsing Delta ecosystems and fisheries 
• Growing demands 
• Long-term climate change 

Challenges for California water 
 



U.S Drought Monitor 



All Climate Models Show California Losing 
Snowpack 

Source: PNAS 204 



Sea Level Rise: Historical Trend and 
Future Projections 

Source:  California Climate Change Center. Our Changing Climate 2012 



New Thinking about Solutions 

• Rethink “demand” 

– Reduce waste and increase efficiency, rethink 
economic priorities and choices 

• Rethink “supply” 

– Treated wastewater, stormwater, innovative transfers, 
desalination, rainwater harvesting, conjunctive use 

• Rethink “management” 

– New institutions, improve existing institutions, better 
water monitoring 

 



Rethinking Demand: Urban Efficiency 
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Rethinking Demand: Agricultural Efficiency 



Rethinking Supply 



Rethinking Management: Integration 

Low-Impact Development 
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